
Love Wins?
Selected Passages

What is God's view of marriage? 
In 2015, the United States Supreme Court defined what marriage is in our country. The 

problem is, however, marriage has been in existence for thousands of years before this court 
decision defined it. So the question is, can the Supreme Court -- can anyone -- really define 
something that has already been defined for thousands of years? The real question is, does the 
Supreme Court's decision really define marriage, or is there a higher authority that overturns 
any decisions of man in relationship to something as fundamental to life and society as the 
institution of marriage? As believers who have confessed Jesus Christ as Lord in our lives, that 
higher authority is God. If Jesus is Lord, then that means that His Word stands as the highest 
truth and authority in our lives. So today, let's spend some time looking at what God's view of 
marriage really is.
1. Read Genesis chapter 1. What is the overall message in this chapter about who God is in 

relationship to this world and to us as humans?
2. Focus in on Genesis 1:26-28. What are the first commands that God gives to His people? 

Why is the creation of male and female important to simple obedience to God's command 
for their most basic purpose in this world?

3. Read Genesis 2:20b-24. What do these words, written thousands of years ago, say about 
the institution of marriage (Who created it? What it is intended to look like? Etc.)

4. Read Matthew 19:4-6. What does Jesus have to say about God's design for marriage since 
the beginning of creation?

5. Read Ephesians 5:22-33 (31-32). Discuss the significance of marriage in terms of God's 
desire to use marriage as an illustration of the Gospel in this world.

6. What are some of the arguments for same-sex marriage? Are some of you struggling with 
where you stand on some of these arguments?

7. With all of the arguments for same-sex marriage that we hear in our culture, discuss how 
you can respond based on what God's Word says about marriage.

What is God's view of homosexuality?
In defining marriage to include a union of either man and man, woman and woman, or 

man and woman, the United States Supreme Court has defined homosexuality as fully 
acceptable and lawful in our country. We certainly have the ability to make this decision in our 
country, but the real question is, do we have the authority to overturn what God has ruled on the 
issue of homosexuality? As believers, we need to understand that this law effectively 
communicates to our nation -- and to the generations to come -- that we do not believe God's 
Word on this subject and that we do not believe that there are eternal consequences for 
unrepentant sin in this life. As believers, we also need to understand and be able to 



communicate in kindness and love what God's Word does say about God's view of 
homosexuality.
1. Read Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13. For the nation of Israel, the issue of homosexuality was 

clear: It was a sin, and like all intentional sin against God it was punishable by death. Now 
Read Romans 5:8. What does this remind us about God's love? Ultimately, who died for our 
sins, such as the sin of homosexuality. So what does this mean about our message today in 
sharing God's view?

2. Read Romans 1:20-27. Spend time discussing this passage and how it relates to the reality 
of what our country is experiencing today.

3. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. What does this passage in the New Testament tell us about 
God's view of homosexuality after the cross and resurrection of Jesus? What does it tell us 
about the hope that is available for all those who are living in unrepentant sin?

4. Read John 8:1-11. Discuss how the Pharisees saw and dealt with the woman caught in sin. 
Discuss how Jesus dealt with the situation and addressed the woman's sin. How does this 
inform how we should go about shining God's truth onto sin in this world?

5. Based on the truth of God's Word and the example of Jesus, how would you handle a 
discussion with someone who believes that homosexuality is not a sin?

What is our response to the Court's decision on same-sex marriage?
Peter and the apostles were faced with a serious decision in life: Obey man or obey 

God. The decision that they made would have consequences. There was a real risk of 
imprisonment and even death. The choice was risky, but it wasn't difficult. Peter and the 
apostles knew that Jesus Christ was Lord in their lives, and while they would normally obey and 
submit to any authority and ruler, they just couldn't obey an authority or ruler if it would force 
them to disobey God. They took a stand for the Lord in their lives, and in the face of being 
commanded to not speak the name of Jesus again, they continued to proclaim the good news of 
Jesus even to those who hated them for doing it. Peter and the apostles knew God's love for 
His people. They knew that Jesus had died for the very leaders who were threatening their lives 
for speaking the name of Jesus. They knew that the only way to truly love others is to share the 
truth with others, so they obeyed God. They continued to speak the name of Jesus..
1. Read Acts 5:17-32. From Daniel to Peter, God's people have been called at times to obey 

Him over men who would force them to compromise their faith and obedience to God. 
Would you be willing to obey God if you were ever forced to take a stand between 
obedience to Him or to men?

2. Read Acts 5:28. While the leaders thought that Peter and the others were trying to bring the 
blood of Jesus on them in condemnation for Jesus' death, the opposite was actually true! 
Read Acts 5:30-31. Actually, Peter and the others were trying to bring the blood of Jesus on 
them for repentance and the forgiveness of sin! How does this connect to the church's 
mission of preaching God's Word today?

3. Read John 15:13; Roman 5:8; and 1 John 4:9. What do these verses tell us about God's 
true love for sinners in this world?

4. How would you explain to others that sharing God's truth about same-sex marriage is an act 
of love when it's done from a heart of love for the lost?

5. On the other hand, if we truly believe what we say we believe about God's Word, it would be 
hateful and unloving to not share God's truth about the consequences of sin and God's good 
news of forgiveness and life in Jesus Christ. Do you believe this?

6. Pray for each other and for our faith family that God will continue to fill us with boldness and 
love in the Holy Spirit, using us as witnesses for Jesus in this world.


